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Introduction 

Anderson County Schools are committed to helping all children succeed. We have many 

ways to help children who are struggling to learn and who need additional supports to be 

successful. Response to Instruction and Intervention (RTI²) is one form of support. 
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What is RTI​2​? 
RTI​2​ is a multi-tiered delivery system that uses a data-driven problem-solving model 

to identify specific student need and match appropriate instructional strategies. 

In Tennessee, the Response to Instruction and Intervention (RTI²) Framework is a 

component of TNCORE. The TNCORE implementation plan has three legs with student 

achievement at the center: 

ǒ Assessment alignment and transparency 

ǒ Instructional materials and curriculum 

ǒ Quality training and meaningful support 

 

What does the RTI​2​ Framework look like? 
The RTI² Framework has three tiers. Each tier provides differing levels of support. 

ǒ In Tier l, all students receive research-based, high quality, general education 

instruction that incorporates ongoing universal screening and ongoing assessment 

to inform instruction. 

ǒ In Tier ll, intervention is implemented when assessment indicates that a student is 

not making adequate gains from Tier I instruction alone. In addition to Tier I 

instruction, students are provided small group interventions designed to meet their 

specific needs. These students are progress monitored weekly or every other week 

using a tool that is sensitive to measuring changes in the student’s individual skills. 

ǒ In Tier III, more intensive interventions are provided to students who have not made 

significant progress in Tier II, who are more than 1.5 grade levels behind, or who are 

below the 10th percentile. These students are progress monitored weekly or every 

other week using a tool that is sensitive to measuring changes in the student’s 

individual skills. 
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What are key components of the RTI​2​ Framework? 
A key component of RTI² is that all children receive high quality curriculum and 

instruction in the general education classroom (Tier l). 

Another component of RTI² is that the school conducts universal screenings. 

Universal screenings review the performance and progress of all students through brief 

assessments. Universal screenings help schools identify students who may need more 

support or other types of instruction. 

As a result of universal screenings, students may be identified as needing targeted 

intervention (Tier ll) in addition to the high quality instruction they are receiving in Tier l. 

Research based interventions are used to support students in the area(s) in which they are 

struggling. Research based interventions are teaching strategies or methods that have 

been proven effective in helping children learn. 

Another key component of RTI² is progress monitoring. Progress monitoring is a way 

for teachers to take a snapshot of how children are doing on a specific skill. It shows how 

well the intervention is working. It includes formal and informal assessments. Progress 

monitoring helps determine whether an intervention is successful or needs to be changed. 

This information is shared with parents on a regular basis. 

When progress monitoring indicates that the intervention is no longer needed, the 

child continues to receive support from the general education curriculum (Tier I). When 

progress monitoring shows that a child is not responding to the intervention, another 

approach or intervention may be tried. If a higher level of support is needed, students may 

be given more intense intervention that further focuses on the supporting skills they need 

to be successful learners (Tier lll). Students who do not respond to Tier III interventions may 

be referred for special education. 
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RTI Team Members and Responsibilities 
 
Principal sets the RTI Team for their school.  Below are possible members:  
  

ǒ RTI Chairperson  
ǒ conduct meeting  
ǒ take notes  
ǒ collect intervention documentation  
ǒ make sure folder is ready if team refers student for special education  

 
ǒ Principal   

ǒ participate in meeting  
ǒ ensure schedule provides time for state time guidelines  
ǒ ensure core instruction is implemented  
ǒ ensure interventions are implemented  
ǒ fidelity monitor interventions  

 
ǒ Academic Coach  

ǒ participate in meeting  
ǒ provide coaching to teaching  
ǒ offer suggestions for intervention placement  
ǒ help with schedule  
ǒ help calculate ROI and GAP analysis for data decision making during RTI 

meetings for change in intervention  
ǒ fidelity monitor interventions  

 
ǒ Classroom Teacher(s)  

ǒ participate in meeting  
ǒ provide student data and achievement levels from classroom level 

assessments   
ǒ ensure parent contact is made and progress monitoring is sent home  

 
ǒ Interventionist(s)  

ǒ participate in meeting  
ǒ provide intervention  
ǒ take daily attendance during intervention  
ǒ administer and collect data using EasyCBM probes  
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ǒ School Counselor  
ǒ participate in meeting  
ǒ offer suggestions for intervention placement  

 
ǒ Special Education Teacher  

ǒ participate in meeting  
ǒ offer suggestions for intervention placement  

 
ǒ School psychologist (when requested)  

ǒ offer suggestions for intervention  
ǒ calculate official ROI  
ǒ calculate official Gap Analysis  
ǒ provide additional screenings  
ǒ assist with special education referrals  
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Data Based Decisions 
Anderson County Schools will follow the RTI2 state guidelines:  

ǒ Process focused on prevention and early intervention  

ǒ Use assessment data for instruction, interventions, and transitions between tiers  

ǒ Use appropriate data to inform and drive each instructional decision  

ǒ Students below the 25th percentile should be considered "at-risk"  

ǒ Students who exceed grade level expectations should be considered "advanced"  

ǒ If a school has a large number of students falling below national norms, a school 

team may use relative norms to  guide the selection of intervention groups.  

ƺ Administration should evaluate the core instruction.  

ƺ Relative norms compare a student's performance to other students in 

his/her school.  

ƺ Serve the students first with the greatest need.  

ǒ Parent Contact is an essential component.  The following are required:  

ƺ before initiating or discontinuing tiered intervention  

ƺ progress monitoring data every 4.5 weeks  

ƺ in the event of referral to special education  

ǒ English Language Learner  

ƺ if a student is ELL and requires tiered intervention an ESL teacher 

should be part of the team discussion  
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RTI Level   Students 

Served  

%   Explanation  

Tier 1   ALL Students -   

Core 

 Instruction  

80-85%    ǒ High quality instruction aligned to TN State 

Standards  

ǒ Instructional decisions driven by ongoing formative 

assessment  

ǒ High quality professional development and support  

Tier 2   Targeted 

Intervention  

10-15%   ǒ Addresses the needs of struggling and advance 

students  

ǒ additional time beyond time allotted for the core 

instruction  

ǒ high quality intervention matched to student 

targeted area of need  

ǒ provide by highly train personnel  

Tier 3   Targeted 

Intervention  

3-5%   ǒ Addresses small percentage of struggling students  

ǒ more explicit and more intensive intervention 

targeting specific area of need  

ǒ intervention provided by highly trained personnel  
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Data Decision Trees 
These are not mandatory, but may help your team with the discussion around 

whether to move a student in the RTI tiers.  
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RTI Team Meetings 
RTI​2​ Teams:  

ǒ Analyze data  

ǒ Measure the effectiveness of interventions  

ǒ Check student progress toward goals  

ǒ Make a plan for students  

ǒ Monitor plans for students  

ƺ students should have at least four data point before a change is 

considered  

ƺ if students aren't making adequate progress intervention may need to 

be changed  

ƴ only one or two variables should be changed at a time to 

measure effectiveness of the change  

ƴ Changes may include:  

ǒ increasing frequency of intervention sessions  

ǒ changing intervention  

ǒ changing intervention provider  

ǒ changing time of day intervention is delivered  

ƴ Changing a student from tier 2 to tier 3 should only be 

made after a minimum of 8-10 data points are collected  

ǒ Meet at minimum once every 4.5 weeks  
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Specific Learning Disabilities Areas 
 

1.  Basic Reading Skills  

2. Reading Fluency Skills  

3. Reading Comprehension  

4. Written Expression  

5. Mathematics Calculation  

6. Mathematics Problem Solving  

 

Anderson County Schools RTI​2​ Forms 
All RTI forms are located on the ACS Sharepoint Site under the RTI tab. 

Link: 

!*L LmY¥f¢znx¨ Ý KM6  

m¨¨¢¦ÍÙÙYb¦YbÎ¦mY¥f¢znx¨ÎbzwÙKM6ÙàvY±z©¨¦ÙĀĄÙ¦¨Y¥¨ÎY¦¢°üÙ  
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RTI​2​ Triangle 
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Identification Process 
ĀÎ  All Students are screened three times a year using EasyCBM.  EasyCBM screens 

for phonological awareness, phonics, reading fluency, reading comprehension, 

vocabulary, math computation, math problem solving. Written expression is 

screened by using a writing prompt that is the same across all grade levels. 

2. The ACS Assessment Schedule is set for the beginning of each school year, at the 

end of the second nine weeks, and at the conclusion of the school year to make 

determinations for the beginning of the next school year. 

3.  Students who enroll during the school year will take the universal screener at 

the next benchmarked period; they may, however, receive intervention in the 

meantime if other data (e.g. F & P, QRI, Teachers College Assessments, Easy CBM 

progress monitoring probes, classroom data) supports that placement.  

 

TNCore RTI​2​ On-line Manual Link 
 
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/special-education/rti/rti2_manual.pdf 
 
 

RTI​2​ Implementation Guide 
 
https://www.tn.gov/education/instruction/tdoe-rti2/rti2-rediect/rti-educators/tdoe3-rti-educators-im
plementation-guide.html 
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Tier 1 Protocol 

Kindergarten Clarification and RTI 
Kindergarteners should be given the opportunity to be in school prior to being 

placed in the RTI process.  Many times it is the lack of school structure that proves to be a 

challenge for our young students.  There are some extreme cases where students should 

immediately be placed into the RTI process - this will be decided upon case by case and 

school by school.  

  

Kindergarten students should typically be given approximately 45 days to acclimate 

to school settings and routines.  This will also allow time for guided reading groups and 

learning communities to begin for these classes.  Kindergarten students are given a battery 

of assessments in the Fall, Winter, and Spring.  Based on the assessment results and 

classroom performance the teacher should bring any students who are struggling with 

making progress on assessments and classroom tasks to the school level RTI Team for 

discussion as what to try next.  

  

If the team decides to place the kindergartener into the RTI process, then the 

procedures for Tier 2 and Tier 3 will be followed as stated in the handbook.  

 

K-2nd Grade Instruction 
>nxnw©w 6x¦¨¥©b¨nzxYv Mnwf¦Í  
  

Tier 1   Kindergarten   1st Grade   2nd Grade  

ELA   150 minutes daily 150 minutes daily  150 minutes daily  

Math   60 minutes daily   60 minutes daily   75 minutes daily  

  

Daily Instructional Practices:  

ǒ ALL​ STUDENTS RECEIVE CORE INSTRUCTION - DAILY 

ǒ Instruction should have a strong hand on, multi sensory emphasis.  
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ǒ Young children are concrete rather than abstract thinkers at this stage in their 

understanding.  

ǒ Evidence based instructional practices utilizing a research based core curriculum 

aligned with the TN State Standards.  

ǒ Strongly Recommended that 90 minutes of the ELA Tier 1 be uninterrupted.  

ǒ Strong emphasis should be given to the ELA reading Standards.  

ǒ Guaranteed Curriculum - instruction should include all of the TN State Standards 

for ELA (Reading [Literature, Informational Text, and Foundational Skills], Writing, 

Speaking, and Listening and Language).   

ǒ Science and Social Studies texts should be integrated into the ELA instruction.  

ǒ Math instruction should align to the domains (Counting and Cardinality, Number 

and Operations in Base Ten, Number and Operations in Fractions, Operations 

and Algebraic Thinking, Geometry, and Measurement and Data) and the 

Standards for Mathematical Practice.  

ǒ Flexible grouping is a basic strategy for differentiating instruction  

ƺ whole group  

ƺ small group   

ƺ partners  

ƺ individual   

ƺ teacher led  

ƺ student led  

ǒ Core instruction should match the student needs.  Instruction should be 

differentiated.  Differentiation should occur at class level based on:  

ƺ formative classroom assessments  

ƺ common assessments  

ƺ benchmark assessments  

ƺ universal screeners  

ƺ placement tests  

ƺ teacher made assessments  

ƺ textbook based assessments  
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Universal Screeners:  

  

ǒ The Universal Screener must be a nationally normed assessment.  

ǒ Students will take the Easy CBM Universal Screener three times (Fall, Winter, and 

Spring).  

ǒ Administrators, Academic Coaches, and Teachers will analyze the data from each 

of the screeners immediately following each of the testing windows.  

ǒ Any students who fall below the 25th percentile on any of the screeners will be 

discussed at the RTI meeting.  At that time, if the RTI team decides to place a 

student in RTI, the protocol will be followed for the appropriate tier.  

ǒ  

Survey Level Assessments:  

ǒ These assessments are meant to guide instruction in the classroom.  They give 

another layer of information so that we are meeting the needs of all students.  

ǒ There are assessments for text level, letter recognition,  words, hearing and 

recording sounds, concepts about print, and writing.  

ǒ The assessments are located on SharePoint under the Assessments K-5 tab.  

ƺ https://acsac.sharepoint.com/K-5Assessements/_layouts/15/start.aspx

#/  

  

3rd - 5th Grade Instruction 
>nxnw©w 6x¦¨¥©b¨nzxYv Mnwf¦Í  

  

Tier 1   3rd Grade   4th Grade   5th Grade  

ELA   Minimum of 90 
minutes daily   
(120 minutes 

recommended)  

Minimum of 90 minutes 
daily   

(120 minutes 
recommended)  

Minimum of 90 minutes 
daily   

(120 minutes 
recommended)  

Math   90 minutes daily   90 minutes daily   90 minutes daily  

  

 

 

 

 18 

https://acsac.sharepoint.com/K-5Assessements/_layouts/15/start.aspx#/
https://acsac.sharepoint.com/K-5Assessements/_layouts/15/start.aspx#/


Daily Instructional Practices:  

ǒ ALL​ STUDENTS RECEIVE CORE INSTRUCTION - DAILY 

ǒ Strong emphasis should be given to the ELA reading Standards.  

ǒ Guaranteed Curriculum - instruction should include all of the TN State 

Standards.   

ǒ Core instruction addresses the needs of ALL students.  

ǒ All students should receive instruction with grade level standards in small and 

whole group settings.  

ǒ Foundational Skills strand which continues to strengthen students' overall 

reading skills and provided the foundation for great growth in the other five 

strands.  

ǒ Science and Social Studies texts should be integrated into the ELA instruction.  

ǒ Instruction should be student-focused, with ongoing opportunities for students 

to read, interact, and engage with a text and each other, with the teacher guiding 

students to gain in their own insights from reading.  

ǒ Student should build the necessary reading skills, including comprehension and 

stamina, in order to read, understand and write about increasingly complex and 

lengthy texts.  

ǒ Every reading unit should include:  

ƺ Close reading  

ƺ Speaking and listening through text dependent questioning  

ƺ vocabulary development  

ƺ writing to sources  

ǒ Flexible grouping is a basic strategy for differentiating instruction  

ƺ whole group  

ƺ small group   

ƺ partners  

ƺ individual   

ƺ teacher led  

ƺ student led  

ǒ Core instruction should match the student needs.  Instruction should be 

differentiated.  Differentiation should occur at class level based on:  

ƺ formative classroom assessments  
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ƺ common assessments  

ƺ benchmark assessments  

ƺ universal screeners  

ƺ placement tests  

ƺ teacher made assessments  

ƺ textbook based assessments  

  

Universal Screeners:  

ǒ The Universal Screener must be a nationally normed assessment.  

ǒ Students will take the Easy CBM Universal Screener three times (Fall, Winter, and 

Spring).  

ǒ Administrators, Academic Coaches, and Teachers will analyze the data from each 

of the screeners immediately following each of the testing windows.  

ǒ Any students who fall below the 25th percentile on any of the screeners will be 

discussed at the RTI meeting.  At that time, if the RTI team decides to place a 

student in RTI, the protocol will be followed for the appropriate tier.  

ǒ  

Survey Level Assessments:  

ǒ These assessments are meant to guide instruction in the classroom.  They give 

another layer of information so that we are meeting the needs of all students.  

ǒ There are assessments for text level, letter recognition,  words, hearing and 

recording sounds, concepts about print, and writing.  

ǒ The assessments are located on SharePoint under the Assessments K-5 tab.  

ƺ https://acsac.sharepoint.com/K-5Assessements/_layouts/15/start.aspx

#/  

 Professional Development 

 Weekly School Level PLC  

ǒ TNCore Professional Development   

ǒ ACS Professional Development Catalog 

ƺ Reading K-2  

ƺ Reading 3-5  
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ƺ Math K-2  

ƺ Math 3-5  

ƺ Units of Study 

ƺ Math Interventions 

ƺ ELA Interventions 

ƺ Miscellaneous Topics 

Fidelity Monitoring - Tier 1 

ǒ Fidelity is monitored using the TEAM evaluation process.  

ǒ There is no additional fidelity monitoring or record keeping required for the RTI2 

process.  
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Tier 2 Protocol 

K-2 Tier 2 Intervention 

Minimum Instruction Time for Intervention:  

  

Tier 2   Kindergarten   1st Grade   2nd Grade  

Reading    20 minutes   30 minutes   30 minutes  

Math    20 minutes   20 minutes    30 minutes  

  

Intervention Instructional Practices:  

ǒ Based on RTI team recommendations, students who are struggling or advanced 

are placed in tier 2 intervention group.  

ǒ Tier 2 is in ​addition​ to Tier 1.   

ƺ Student ​can notʋ be pulled from core instruction.   

ƺ This is supplemental instruction to help close the education gap.  

ǒ Intervention is explicit, systematic, and research based  

ǒ High quality intervention matched to students' needs   

ǒ Provided by highly trained personnel  

ǒ Implemented with fidelity   

ǒ Confirmed with measurement  

ǒ Progress monitored to ensure outcomes are being met  

ǒ Advanced students should receive targeted reinforcement and enrichment  

ƺ activities that expand on students' learning in ways that may differ 

from the strategies using during core instruction  

ƺ often project focused   

Ratio  

ǒ K-5 the teacher to student ratio is 1:5  
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Attendance  

ǒ Intervention should be provided daily.  

ǒ Interventionist should record attendance on the ACS attendance form.  

ǒ In ​someʋ cases the school RTI team may provide a 2 day/3 day split for some 

students who need both reading and math.  

ƺ this should not be for all students  

ƺ team must monitor closely  

ƺ student data must be a guide for this decision  

ƺ adjustments should be made if the student is not progressing in the 

model  

  

Progress Monitoring  

ǒ ACS will use EasyCBM progress probes  

ƺ national percentiles  

ƺ repeated measures  

ƺ sensitive to change  

ƺ specify areas of deficit  

ƺ rate of improvement  

ǒ Frequency of probe of at least every other week  

ǒ Highly trained personnel must administer probe  

ǒ Interventionist, classroom teacher, and RTI team should monitor progress  

ǒ Used to assess student's academic performance  

ǒ Quantifies a student's rate of improvement or responsiveness to intervention  

ǒ Should be completed in the area of deficit using an instrument that is sensitive 

to change  

ǒ K-2nd grades should utilize Easy CBM probes in the deficit area to progress 

monitor.  

  

  

Special Education Students Who Need Interventions:  

ǒ A student who is receiving special education services should not be excluded 

from tiered interventions if their data indicates a need.  
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ǒ Example: OHI - may receive special education services for his/her disability; 

however, he/she may also receive tiered intervention in reading, math or written 

expression.  In this case, both special education services ​andʋ tiered interventions 

would be provided.  

 

3rd - 5th Grade Tier 2 Intervention 

Minimum Instruction Time for Intervention:  

  

Tier 2   3rd Grade   4th Grade   5th Grade  

Reading    30 minutes   30 minutes   30 minutes  

Math    30 minutes   30 minutes    30 minutes  

  

  

Intervention Instructional Practices:  

ǒ Based on RTI team recommendations, students who are struggling or advanced 

are placed in tier 2 intervention group.   

ǒ Tier 2 is in ​addition​ to Tier 1.   

ƺ Student ​can notʋ be pulled from core instruction.   

ƺ This is supplemental instruction to help close the education gap.   

ǒ Intervention is explicit, systematic, and research based   

ǒ High quality intervention matched to students' needs   

ǒ Provided by highly trained personnel   

ǒ Implemented with fidelity   

ǒ Confirmed with measurement   

ǒ Progress monitored to ensure outcomes are being met   

ǒ Advanced students should receive targeted reinforcement and enrichment   

ƺ activities that expand on students' learning in ways that may differ 

from the strategies using during core instruction   

ƺ often project focused   
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